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UNCLASSIFIED POSS DUPE 
PAGE 01 DURBAN 00443 181421Z 
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ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 INR-10 LAB-06 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 OMB-01 EUR-25 IO-14 DODE-OO 

PM-07 H-03 L-03 NSC- 10 PA-04 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 OPR-02 DRC-01 /157W 

031525 

R 181405Z DEC 73 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1626 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

UNCLAS DURBAN 0443 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, SF 

SUBJ: FURTHER AFRICAN STRIKES AT DURBAN HOTELS 
REF: DURBAN 0432 

1. TWO ADDITIONAL WILDCAT STRIKES BY AFRICAN EMPLOYEES HIT 
DURBAN BEACHFRONT HOTELS LAST WEEK AMIDST RUMORS THAT MASSIVE 
STRIKES MIGHT ENSUE TO PROTEST VERY LOW WAGES PAID AFRICAN 

AND INDIAN EMPLOYEES. STRIKES FOLLOWED REFUSAL INDIAN 
WAITERS AND HOTEL WORKERS ACCEPT NEW WAGE AGREEMENT 
NEGOTIATED BY THEIR UNION WITH HOTEL ASSOCIATION. AS 
STRIKES OCCURRED. HOTEL MANAGEMENT HASTILY MET ANEW WITH 
UNION REPRESENTATIVES AND AGREED GRANT "SUBSTANTIAL" WAGE 
INCREASES FROM JANUARY 1 TO WORKERS OF ALL RACES. LAST 
HOTEL INDUSTRY WAGE AGREEMENT WHICH CAME INTO FORCE 1969 
HAD PROVIDED MINIMUM WAGES FROM RAND 20 TO RAND 35 PER 
MONTH. 

2. COMMENT: STRIKES PROVIDED ANOTHER DEMONSTRATION TEMPER 
AFRICAN LABOR IN DURBAN AREA AND ITS DETERMINATION FORCE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DURBAN 00443 181421Z 

BETTER WORKING CONDITIONS. INTERESTINGLY. INDIAN WORKERS 
WILL DIRECTLY BENEFIT IN THIS INSTANCE FROM AFRICAN 
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INTRANSIGENCE. 

HOLMES 
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